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EDITORIAL

Secularism is not a choice, but necessity

ris manty marks 8 yaars of the worst sectarian strifa that followed the partition of India and

Fakistan on weligious lines, (he twa neighbouning 1atons were ora. unt] baing selit when they

gained nffinal infspeacenra fmon che Brtish necupatinn o Angose 14-15, 794 fdslim
P kiskaa carme i nlo bees e an amee repabshe, wheneps Inde choae (o rermain o sscdar dermaaracy, Thedivaion
sidrkes refgious ks on ol sives wl P ourdern Wale Musling were Langeled by Hisdu and Sikhiealremizson
1 Indian seds, qon-hMusline e trau natiosd and foroed to fles oy Slamic Tundamersalists on theother end
Thousands ol progle were murdered and their properies were foosed. Women weres subpocted o0 seouad
vinlence. Althauagh tha Indian and Pakistani establishments continua fo celelzrate their freadom fram Sritish rule,
e agly events that consumed innacent lives seem 10 have besn fargatien by the prvieged ruling classes.
Irstead of learmrg lesso s from tre dracedy that was @ sl of reiious fanstsn, the astablishments anboth
sdes have foune ways of using eligion as a tool 1o divide and nule the people Cne ran urdarstand what is
wirong with Pakistan, which bsa theocratic state whese minority rights haveceatinued 1o be crished soty by the
slate ard Dia Tali par, bul Desidualion o bache, vy elaonns Do be o ssoular democracyg. s lolaly unsardonable
There s 2 danming e ol that ultrs=Aindu sationalim has beeoadlowed o grow in inda sinoe e time of
independence. The extrermiate subscnsicg fo the 'Thrde nation’ dealogy had alweys wanted to see hda
brecarne & Hisdu sbade: Frusl-abed by the eflforks of ek like Mahairme Garedhi s Seep it s seoaldar dermocrac,
Ay assass wated him shiortly afterindependence. Dueno yeas that follawed Gardb s murdes in 154828 the
Finc eetramists cottinuad their aciivibias without any fear, In the meantime, Ganchi's Congress party, which
has ahways claimed 1o be seculzs tied to appease both relgicus minorities and the Hewdo magonty for 115
polifica surewal Ve 1 suiled A, the Congress wnashamedly indulged in politics thet pleased Hindu
ratinmalists, In 1984, the Congress eagincered arti-Sikh pogroms after sheassassination ot then-Fame Adinester
tadira Casrdhi by her Siki kodyguarde Faslier that wear adiea Gandni karl ardesad & military attack o tha
Galden Temalke Comples, te aoliest shine of the Scchs, wach had aeen tumed otea fodress by the meligious
ceetramniats, The military attacy inwted the wreath of tea Sikh commamity, But waswreleamed by tae ultrm Hindu
nabignalists. Trese aclions pad divmlands 1o e Corggress parly which geingd a Lotz magarity o e genanal
ede o el Indira Gaondbi s inweder 10 2002, e Hirslu nativnshizi Bhiarlye Janala Farly (B yovarmimenl in
Gujarat arcruastrated wnilae siolescs agaiist Mustims after @ train cas ying sindu pilgiims caught fire, 3Eling
maors than B¢ pessengers, The AIF gouerrment acouses budim ctremists af tarching tho train. Tea corrant
Fiime Minste of Infa, Marenclm Mod, was the Chief iMiaistar of Gujasat atthe time of the mzssacre, and is
wndely blamed Tor incting walenca, The Sujaral massacre also helead the BIP o0 making dectaral pairsin the
state. Motably, the EIP goserrment in Gujaras hes also been responsibe for attacks an Chrisfians aid Sikhs at
differont tmrs, Fepr since the BI2 camie tn prvweer witna Feavy mardate aadar Windi, the Hinrdu tanatics hawe
starled ewarting sressiine et Indiae state o traasform phicalict Bnedian ity nte 2 thevweracy Sane ane
sbking ora desate oo the preamble of seculazem enshaned 0 the Indun cormbtutios, Dihess amply want
seculansmito seremoved from the nationel fext, or to adopt the lindu Foly book, Shageed Gite, as the natiozal
RADICAL DESH [ : |
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{ext, CHorts fo reerde Indias Tisdory frama Hindy natmsaliel perspective qaee a ready bagun, Crnbaldered by
the P gowernnient. they Ases imtensifisd the campaign to terrorize rel gicus rarorities, end ozely glofy the
etzarainy ol Geend . Taday whers we leokback ol e olucaust ol 1947, raapears et the creamstanos et led
16 the country's divaion hawe not changed, Religious sigstee ey ifstaes grown in india owver the years, and
fioci's ascendanca 1o noweer 207 ba paethy attribueted ta this fact. Compared t2 heviclante 1has followed the
pattition of 1947, the two big massacres of 1984 and 230G were anganized by democratically. elected
govertiments, and e sats macilnary was usad 1o protect the peradt-ators ralher Pan the dckims, na way,
1hers is no parallzl between what happened in 1947, whet paveer was being exchanged nobeorn farcignand
dnrrestic rilems under chaatic concditinns, and whatl hapeenad in pretindepandeat lodia dntdes tha Cangress
aned BIF governments. Mot surprissng by, marny of the Sikh sictmz of the 1587 pogrom aad eardiar susvivad tha
carnage ol 1047, They hiad led e Delhi Fromn Pakistan fo stact iher lives frarm scrator. They ned reses faseseen
izl Dedhii swould Becoine urisale fur Wrem mezny ears laier incan incependenl ans secular Didia, Ve tsave o
sevallowe a bitler ealidy -had s salitical partiesdo net resd fafeacm anything, 117 the peasla v neisd to leam
whiat aur politca feaders really ane: the merchants ol death and desifoction. What needs (o be dore is s maoe
these Ieaders acesu ntable “or their acticns, and 4o kecpwartch 1o ensare that seoaismis rot dismanticd, 5 nee

iz not 2 choice, buta necessity for peace and anoqress.

Editors
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Holocaust Heroes

Remembering secularist activists who stood up against religious violence of 1947

hen the

Canadian

Institute of
Portrait Artists chose prominent
Punjabi painter Jarnail Singh’s
portrait of a Sikh elder for the Daniel
P. Izzard medal, there was hardly any
recognition of the story of the man
in the picture. He risked his life by
helping people during the 1947
violence triggered by the religious
division of India and Pakistan, an act
of courage in the face of death. Yet,
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the story has largely remained
unheard and most people only
know him by the title of the portrait;
The Patriarch or Malwe Da Bapu
(Father of Malwa).

Kakka Singh was from the
Malwa region of Punjab when India
was divided on religious lines at the
end of the British rule on August 14-
15, 1947. After Muslim Pakistan was
separated from India, there was a
massive exchange of population
from both sides of the

border.

Muslims started leaving India and
migrating to Pakistan, while Hindus
and Sikhs fled for India, leaving
behind their homes and ancestral
land. Religious fanatics on both
sides killed innocent people. Hindu
and Sikh fundamentalists targeted
Muslims on the India side, while
Islamic extremists forced non-
Muslims to leave their newly born
homeland. Pakistani leaders
rejoiced in their liberation from both
British and “Hindu dominance”. The
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Muslim majority states were
awarded to Pakistan after years of
their campaign for a separate state.

As the stories of murders,
rapes and lootings began pouring
in, Kakka Singh took upon himself to
protect Muslims in his village in
Bathinda. This was a time when
Hindu and Sikh fanatics were not
only killing Muslims, but also
terrorizing those who were
protecting them. As the situation
started getting worse and it became
difficult for Muslims to stay in India,
Kakka Singh planned a scheme to
safely transport Muslims to the
border so that they could reach
Pakistan. He along with other like
minded people led a convoy of
Muslims that walked for miles to
reach the Indo-Pak border. To ensure

RADICAL DESI

safety, the Muslims all
disguised themselves as
Hindus or Sikhs, moving at
night and halting to rest in
daytime, giving an impression
that they were refugees from
Pakistan heading to India.
Upon reaching the border, the
Muslim refugees thanked
Kakka Singh. Since Kakka Singh
and his wife were a childless
couple, before entering
Pakistan they prayed to the
god to bless them with a child.
Kakka Singh’'s son, former
Surrey MLA Jagrup Brar claims
that following this episode his
parents were blessed with their
first child. Call it a miracle or a
pure coincidence depending
on one's belief, but that Kakka
Singh won the goodwill of the
survivors cannot be
disputed.

Jarnail Singh recalls
that he started working
on this unusual portrait
on the request of the
Brar family in the early
2000s. He was only
provided a small
headshot to make the
portrait. The story of
Kakka Singh's bravery
greatly influenced
Jarnail Singh, who
turned him into life with
a portrait of a man with
authority, someone who
stood for the rights of
the victims of violence.
Of course, he kept in
mind the typical lifestyle

and body language of authoritative
elders of the Malwa region while
making the portrait. Singh, who also
comes from Malwa, has made close
to 600 paintings, including over 50
portraits, and considers this one
among the closest to his heart.

But Kakka Singh is not the
only hero of the catastrophe of
1947, or the only one with a
Canadian connection. While the
ruling classes of India and Pakistan
were busy celebrating freedom
from British occupation and the
transfer of power into their hands,
others were playing with fire in
attempts to save human lives from
mass murderers blinded by religious
bigotry.

The maternal grandfather of
Ujjal Dosanjh, the former BC
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Premier, also tried to save Muslim
lives during that time. Moola Singh
Bahowal was one of the leaders of
the liberation movement. Unlike
Kakka Singh, an unknown village
elder, Bahowal was influenced by
the ideology of the Ghadar Party,
which believed in armed rebellion
against the British Empire. The party
was formed in North America by
South Asian radicals in 1913. These
immigrants had come to Canada
and US as British subjects seeking a
better livelihood. But blatant racism
and the failure of the British
authorities to help them in any
event of racial violence transformed
many into political activists. They
believed that the root cause of their
sufferings in this foreign land was
the British occupation of India. The
Ghadar Party was founded to fight
racism abroad and foreign rule back
home. It desired to form a secular
and egalitarian republic in post-
British India, and encouraged its
members to keep religion and
politics apart. The Ghadar narrative
denounced religious sectarianism
and believed in people’s unity. The
British rulers often used divide and
rule policies to create rifts between
different religious groups, and the
Ghadar activists realized how
important it was to keep people
united. Among those who founded
and led the Ghadar Party were
people from diverse faith groups,
including Muslims. When they
resolved to fight jointly against the
British, they never imagined that
their motherland would be divided
on the basis of religion. But the new
rulers did not see anything wrong in
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continuing the divide and rule
policy of the previous regime. The
partition was a byproduct of that
politics.

Bahowal’s uncle, Bir Singh,
was a Ghadar Party supporter and
lived in Vancouver. He had returned
to India only to meet the gallows.
Bahowal had fought both against
the British occupation and later
against religious fanatics within his
own community. He formed a
peace committee to stop
bloodshed in the Hoshiarpur area,
and spent the final years of his life
in Vancouver. Dosanjh, a vocal critic
of religious extremism,
acknowledges that he inherited
secularist ideas from his
grandfather.

Not surprisingly, the Ghadar
activists played a significant role in
protecting Muslims during the
mayhem. True to their commitment
towards secularism, those who
survived executions used all their
energy to rescue people who had
become vulnerable during the
holocaust. Ghadar Party President
Sohan Singh Bhakna even received
death threats for doing so. These
threats were not hollow; Gehal
Singh Chajjalwadi, a leftist activist
who had saved Muslims, was

murdered by Sikh extremists.
According to Igbal Kaur,
Chajjalwadi's daughter, he was
brutally tortured and killed by the
Sikh extremists. He was riding a
bicycle when a jeep carrying his
assailants hit him. He was then
abducted and taken to a temple and
tortured to death. Both Bhakna and
Chajjalwadi had distant relatives
and friends in Vancouver, and they
actively helped Muslims in the
Amritsar region of Punjab.
Disappointed and pained by the
partition of his country, Bhakna
described it as murder of the Ghadar
ideology.

Among the Ghadar Party
supporters who lived in Canada and
later returned to launch a rebellion
were Sher Singh Vein Poin, Munsha
Singh Dukhi, Bhagwan Singh
Dosanjh, Bhag Singh Canadian,
Bachint Singh and Chainchal Singh
Jandiala. Unfazed by threats and
intimidations, all these individuals
established peace committees in
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different parts of Punjab and helped
Muslims reach refugee camps safely.

The poet Dukhi was so
touched by the massacre that he
penned a poem in protest against
the killings. Interestingly, many of
these people had a Sikh heritage
and were practicing Sikhs, but they
remained untouched by the
madness which overwhelmed their
co-religionists. The Sikhs who had
migrated from Pakistan suffered
great emotional and economic loss,
separated from their important
religious shrines, including the birth
place of Guru Nanak, the founder of
Sikhism. Besides, they had to leave
behind agricultural land and
ancestral properties during the
partition. Thanks to the
indoctrination of the Ghadar Party,
its secularist and liberal Sikh
members were quick to respond to
this extraordinarily challenging
situation and came to the aid of
Muslims.
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Years have passed since this
tragedy shook the world, but apart
from individual efforts of people like
Jarnail Singh, no special efforts have
been made to get these unsung
heroes recognized on Canadian soil.
Another small attempt has been
made by Sohan Singh Pooni, an
independent history researcher who
authored a book on Ghadar
activists., Published in Punjabi,
Canada De Ghadri Yodhey (Ghadar
Combatants of Canada) has brief
sketches of the Ghadar activists,
including those who played a
positive role during the partition.

Small progressive groups,
such as Taraksheel Sabha, an Indian
rationalist society, started
organizing annual vigils in Surrey in
memory of the thousands of people
killed during 1947. The Fraser Valley
Peace Council and Committee of
Progressive Pakistani Canadians
have also been supporting such
initiatives. But these efforts have

been largely eclipsed by
independence day celebrations. So
much so that some key organizers of
the events to commemorate the
holocaust victims have started
celebrating the joint independence
day of India and Pakistan, to
promote friendship between the
two nations by cutting cakes and
exchanging greetings followed by a
candle light vigil. Some genuinely
feel that this becomes necessary to
avoid isolation from mainstream
Indians and Pakistanis, who
generally want to forget the past
and look forward. Others think mere
commemoration of the victims of
violence will unnecessarily open old
wounds and refresh ugly memories,
so it is acceptable to have both
commemoration and celebrations.
Shahzad Nazir Khan of the
Committee of Progressive Pakistani
Canadians, who is very passionate
about Indo-Pak friendship and
remembering the victims of the
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holocaust, points out that both
nations need to learn from the US-
Canada relationship. In his opinion,
if these two countries can live in
peace as “children of the same
mother”, his home countries of
Pakistan and India can live in
harmony as they share a joint
heritage. Notably, Punjabis from
both India and Pakistan dominate
the local South Asian population in
Surrey. They not only share a
common language, but also in many
cases common surnames. Only
religion separates them from each
other. Those who wish to see Indo-
Pak relations flourish point out that
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lots needs to be done to overcome
hostilities since the days of partition.
The two countries have already
fought two wars, and have been
locked in low scale conflicts over
some ticklish issues.

For progressives who think
beyond the nation-state concept,
the real challenge lies in narrow
nationalism, which is as problematic
as religious bigotry. Paash, a
revolutionary Punjabi poet, took
upon himself a mission to stop the
repetition of 1947. He opposed
religious fundamentalism of all
shades when the Sikh separatist
movement peaked during the

1980s. He condemned both Hindu
chauvinism and Sikh
fundamentalism in his writings. To
make a point he launched Anti 47
Front to challenge another attempt
to divide society on religious lines.
This was the time when the Indian
establishment and the Sikh militants
were engaged in a bloody conflict.
The militants had launched an
armed struggle and targeted the
Hindu minority in Punjab, while the
Indian state promoted violence
against the Sikh minority across the
country. Following the assassination
of Indian Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi by her Sikh bodyguards,
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anti-Sikh violence was engineered reviving fears of another followerof Ghadarideology. But the
across the country. Paash had catastrophe or war. Not very long move was scuttled by threats from
written a highly provocative poem ago, some progressive Pakistanis Muslim extremists. Similarly, efforts

in protest against these mass
murders. In his paper published by
Anti 47 Front, he criticized all sides,
including the icons of Indian
nationalism for inciting religious
fanaticism. He was murdered by the
Sikh separatists in 1988.

Whatever may be the
explanation, the stories of heroes
like Kakka Singh remain untold
because of the jingoism in both
communities. As religious
fanaticism continues to grow in that
region, there are less buyers of
secularism among political circles.
Succumbing to pressure of the
orthodox religious groups, the
mainstream political parties in both
countries often get carried away,
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wanted a road crossing in Lahore to
be renamed after Bhagat Singh, a
towering Indian revolutionary and a

are afoot under the right-wing
Hindu nationalist government in
India to minimize the role of Muslim
liberation struggle heroes in history
books, and to appropriate Ghadar
activists as Hindu or Sikh. In such a
scenario, the chances of recognition
of heroes like Kakka Singh in
popular discourse in India and
Pakistan seem to be bleak. Will the
legacy of such individuals ever be
successful in ending these divisions
permanently? Only time will tell, but
it remains relevant as religious
intolerance and violence continue to
threaten world peace.

-RDNB
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al e First Markons Secane 'I|_'IE'
sulgfect of wie reszarch paper far the
coursg. My oxtonsive  readings
reyeaied tlat (e ool Sause ol the
il g e faual arogeve ol
the Luropesn colanisss, wha
consideres  their Chrstian ways
sagEnias over indigences el e,
Since ‘the courch gave them a2
sanction to oooupy the Aoreticas on
he asaviertio thal il e anemply
land, taey treatod those whe lived
here asYrawages” and heathon, This
wan desplie 1he fasct that frdigenanus;
peopes had wall crganead sodsatac
whena land was used oallcctively in
e absence o indasdud] awnersip:
But a fals2 zense of wullurl and
binlngical suparienty ercooraged by
pagal edicls brivegal the coloreal
ponvers tadhe Arradicas. The dectine
of discowersy' veas papularized o
saggest that HNodh oand South
frnerica ware Tear found by dhe
Curapeans.

The ralremists in later years
continued thais effors to imense
Chrsbiamily and Turocendoc valass
an the Indigeinis  papulation
When tae rulers dedded fo educate
Eadigenous culires o Lhe ndian
residential schools o boarding
sonenly, bath in Canada ard 1aUs,
ey thd aal really mean 1o provide
them @ space fo get enlighienad
The colonal mesdset behind <he
policy was aimed at forong
Indigoraus  rhildren 1o -abandon
thei= cultural identity. and
languages, and to emirice
Christianity, Thn Canadian
goversmet gave the e conability

musinnanes The state armvided
lunding For the “aducekor” of
indigancus dhildren, administensd
o curchies which wore interested
1 gresving ther Tollowing. i these
schools, the Indigenous children
waerg piten puni-:hc'd for =pealuna
Trer gwn languagss, and were
forced 1o adost Chistian aames.
Thair spiritual acfinfs were ridiculed
ard padiiiled, and Line was ipwssbsd
in educatitg “them about
Chnstimnety

This resufted 3 siiuation
wiaere Indigenous  cormmsities,
degrwed af ther tradibonal ands
ard ways of Gfe veece forced 1o
imiernalize racism foan extent that
impowverishiment, substence azuse,
damestic wizlence and swicides have
th'.l'."I'Ir." A STIMAN . B ranne in
Thie Dvess o myany First Mabions.

Uredcubtadly, the IRS was an

of running such scaols ta Lhistian wuarsion of “he colonial preject
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which wasa oyprduct of the false
notlon of discovery aimed &t
dhispassessing the Tirst Natiors of
thair Tard and coulturs o enuok
perfanenl selllenent O
Luropears in the Amerizas. The
story ot M5 shaws wity secylarism
mulbers, and why il s feceisny la
weep refigion and aolitics apart
Such sxperiments ofe=n resut in
dumiranioe of - une group and
marginalizating. of “athees. The
zacialimpacts of such problems are
Talt For & long e

Chrislianity & not e only
sabgian responsible for sedh a
mess; athe: estaslished r=ligiors
alzz had political consderaticrs
attachad to therm  Heondeais, for
instanoe,  pormiticd coste: basod
discnmanaton, wwkich has resulted
the practice - af
Umicuchanal ty shat rafuses To-dia in
spite of falf daims of develapmert
raingia In rthodnendian soriaky
the Hinru prestsfrecerl tae nilerstn
fedd ey
rarrans deeply srrenched even gs
stangeat lowes e ia plare tn
eradoatethe prasiam

[543 IR ET]

e casts - sy=kem, inhich

The combination of stabe
and refigion throughout the world
mag anly Braught msenes in the
forn of was, - slavery, racizm and
seaisrn. Hopehdly, the ugylegacy of
R4 | nae the ayes nf thewindd tn
fore soamrful statesfo chan using
raligian b rele ovar b weak and
wndneialie,

Gurpreet Singh & 4 founder af
Radical Desi,
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Canada and Greece - perhaps not so very different?

ary Canadians are

Closely  watching

the  situztion In
Greece, with & mikture of curiosiny
fear and. even angel. We are
corstantiy taldl that the sconomic
crsis 10 that countny 1S “thair own
fault” - that social programs have
been taa |[awsh, ar that Gresks
refuse o pay taxes |ike Cwvilized
pesple. The full estary of Greeee i
usnaly avoided: far egampie The
TacT that the Gresks barmmwes from
Brizain to finance their struggle far
Intependence from the Ottoman
Emipire = ar that it took tham 130
years o payaff thesa lnans from the
Brizish Emipire’ s hankers.

The current <risis is rooted In
GrEece's entry nto the Ewrczone
After 2002 the Edropear and Wall
Street benkers flooded Greece with
'wasy money’ and generous debs
refinarcing arrangements. That,
combined with tax evasion by Gresk
corparations and the superiealt vy,
resultged in an unsustainable ‘celt
hubble’ (row estimates at almost
400 Bilion L15), When the glebal
gconermic crigis hit n 2003, Greece
couldr't mect interest payments to
fareign bankers without massive
raw  C‘hridging” foans requirng
wicious austerity measuses YWages
and pengians were cut, public sector
RADICAL DESH

workars lag eff, and soclal services
slashed, rasulting in
Lremlayment, peverty ane misen
anan waprecadented scale.

Cther European states face
similar fiscal crises - Spain, Portugal,
|tafy, reland, France, snd sorme of
the Eastern European states swept
up into the EW vartex. Evervwhere,
atanty measures imposed by the
Troike snd prvete bankers have
exdctes a heawy toll o working
peopls

Soma Canadiant may feal sy,
thinking "that can't hzppan here.”
But thera are parallels zetween the
Tw cauntnes. Bath have ecanamies
rmuch smallar than their reighbours
- the EU {and especialy Garmarny) in
the case of Greece, gnd the United
Stetes in aur region. That often
|eaves Canadianz and Greeks fealing
like {in former Canadian PM Pierre
Trudesu's memorable words) mice
slesping besde gleghants.

Crur stomelord of lving, wage
rates, socia programs are more
closely linked with the ups and
downs af the global capitalist
ecarary than with particular palcy
decisians by our politicians
Govermnmants In Canada have olso
adoptad the neoliberal austerity
programmes ardered By

international finance capital and
right-wing paliticians, even ofter the
ZO0E capltalist meltdawn proved
that such policieslezve most people
far rore vulnerable o cycical
goonomic crashes Not sl af ug, of
course - carporate profits in Canada
muickly recoversd fram that origis
raoming L to the current annual
level ot $300 billas. AR witile most
Gresks |ime um for small cash
withdrawas, & small mirarity of
that country's wealthy elite have
dane verywiall for thamaives 1sthis
seEmano o our eount's futore -
peeraps if thicyears oil price thack
it followed by a more widespnead
BCONOMIE AWt ¢

The events in Gresee have had
other particularly nasty paiitical and
social Impacts, such as the
emergence of powsrful far-right,
racist and anti-immigrant
meovements. The Goldan Dawn nee-
Mazis have 17 members inthe Gresk
patlizmant, despite for partly
beeause of) thelr fraquert vialent
attacks against migrants, people of
colour, trade unienists, and leftists.
When the system brealks deown,
seme people fall for the argoment
that “others" are responsible -
this case, for example, migeants

in

Fleeing the disastrous economies of
Africa, where imperialist powers
12
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have spent centuries exploiting
natural resources and encouraging
local elites to purchase high-
powered weapons rather than
investing in clean water, housing, or
economic independence.

Progressive-minded Canadians
sometimes think that our country is
“different” but of course this
ignores our true history. Canada is
one of the original racist countries,
built on the theft of indigenous
lands and the exploitation of cheap
immigrant labour. For centuries,
Canada's unofficial founding
ideology has included the concept
that the Aboriginal peoples were
“savages” - less than fully human,
suitable for "Christianizing” and
assimilation only after their
“backward” languages and cultural
heritages were cleansed in the
residential school system.

This ideology painted Canada as
a “white man’s country,” one in
which immigrants from Asia were
particularly marginalized - often
forbidden from entering the
country, and then barred from
bringing family members or
attaining the right to vote, The most
vicious attacks targetted people of
Chinese, South Asian and Japanese
origin during the 20th century, but
white supremacism remains alive
and well to this day, even at times
when such groups receive little
attention in the mainstream media.

More recently, far-right forces,
including the Harper Conservatives,
have found other suitable targets.
The scapegoat de jour can change
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quickly, from a few hundred Tamil
migrants arriving in rusty boats, to
Mexicans fleeing the US-driven
“drug war"” cartels, to Roma people
seeking a haven from persecutionin
various European countries, or
indigenous land defenders who
refuse to accept that corporations
have the unfettered “right” to
engage in drlling and mining on
unceded territories. The usual point
man for these attacks is Jason
Kenney, widely touted as Stephen
Harper's successor. (Now there's a
frightening thought.) But Harper
himself joins the fray to whip up
hatred against Muslims, who are
depicted as a community riddled

with terrorist lone wolves. Mass
surveillance is presented as the only
way to protect “Canadian values.”
We are encouraged to bully Muslim
women who follow “unacceptable”
practices such as wearing head
scarves.

What would it take to help turn
this racist harassment into a full-
scale campaign of anti-immigrant
bashing across Canada? If our
country’'s economy enters the type
of turmoil seen in Greece and other
south European countries, will the
white supremacist groups turn from
a fringe minority into a vocal
movement capable of electing
political candidates?

These are not idle guestions.
Golden Dawn in Canada? Don't kid
yourself - these thugs are already
here, laying the groundwork for
similar racist activities when
conditions are right.

The best way to avoid such
scenarios is to build strong ties of
solidarity among all those who are
scapegoated by the Harper Tories
and other right-wing forces.
Otherwise, the next economic crisis
will inevitably see a new upsurge In
racism and immigrant-bashing, new
calls for expanded police state
powers, and even more overseas
wars with deadly consequences for
those hit by Canadian bomber
attacks.

Kimball Cariou is the Editor of
People's Voice, a social justice
activist, and a member of the Radical
Desi Editorial Team.









Modi’s disastrous first year

hen Narendra Modi

arrived in New

Delhito be sworn in
as India’s prime minister, he flewina
private aircraft belonging to the
Adani Group, although he could
have taken a commercial flight or a
chartered plane. On landing, he was
greeted with the communal-military
slogan Har Har Modi.

The two events showed where
Prime Minister Modi's loyalties and
priorities would lie: with Big
Business and Hindutva, both of
which he had served with pious zeal
in Gujarat since the anti-Muslim
pogrom of 2002 and through crony-
capitalist deals later.

Over the past year, he has
showered favours on both, and
antagonised many who voted for
him. His honeymoon period has
ended, but he hasn't fully
understood that.

This was proved by a third
development. That's Modi's May 16
statement in Shanghai to an Indian
audience: “Earlier, you felt ashamed
of being born Indian, now you feel
proud to represent the country...”
He repeated this in Seoul, adding
the religious motif of “sins”
committed in past life as the cause
of being born Indian.

Modi thus gratuitously
insulted Indian citizens. The use of
terms like ‘shame’ and 'sin’ reveals
deep insecurity and an inferiority
complex in Modi’s persona, which
psychologists should analyse.
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The boastful claim that India’s
‘mood’ has changed dramatically in
a year is meant to cover up that
inferiority — the way Hitler and
Mussolini tried to do by declaring
they had made the German and
Italian people "proud” through
military aggression and by making
the “trains run on time"!

What's the first-year balance-
sheet of Modi's government?
Frankly speaking, it's
overwhelmingly negative. India has
socially regressed in multiple ways,
economically become more
unequal, and politically got further
polarised in an unhealthy manner.

India’s social regression s
evident in the growth of rabid
communalism, attacks on
democratic rights, censorship of
free speech, intolerance towards
dissent, spread of authoritarian
ideas, greater licence to male-
supremacism and violence against
women, insecurity among the
religious minorities, all amidst
neglect of human development.

The Ramzada-Haramzada
abuse, ghar wapsi and calls for
depriving Muslims of the right to
vote are just the crassest forms of
the present outbreak of
communalism. The government’s
indulgence towards them sends a
message: it's India’s open season to
malign nen-Hindus, ban the sale of
beef and even slaughter of bulls,
impose the Bhagwad-Gita on
schools, and build a cult around

Gandhi's assassin Godse.

The message is amplified
when those charged with Gujarat’s
‘fake encounters’ and communal
killings, including BJP president
Amit Shah, are discharged without
trial; but the entire might of the
state is brought to bear against
secular campaigners like Teesta
Setalvad - because they tried to
bring the culprits of Gujarat-2002 to
justice.

There have been savage cuts in
social sector budgets: 20 percent in
health, 29 percent in Mid-Day Meal
schemes, 17 percent in education,
51 percent in women and child
welfare, and so on. Central transfers
to the states, which implement
many social schemes, were cut by 30
percent.

The Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act had its worst-ever
performance under Modi. In 2014-
15, the number of person-days of
work created was 40 percent less
than two years ago. Only three
percent of families got the promised
100 days of work, and 70 percent of
wages were delayed - to disastrous
effect in a year of acute agrarian
distress. Employment growth in
industry has fallen to barely a fifth of
what's needed to absorb the
growing workforce.

The suit-boot-ki-sarkar is
shamelessly pro-rich and anti-poor.
It's cajoling capital to invest. But
investment isn‘t forthcoming. Fifty-
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two percent of India’s top 500
companies are excessively indebted,
14 percent of bank loans have gone
bad.

Modi has failed to diagnose
this, and believes that the key to
stimulate investment is threefold:
dismantle environmental
regulations, allow unbridled
diversion of agricultural land to
industry (hence the land ordinance),
and ‘reform’ labour laws to allow
hire-and-fire,

The first approach has meant
ruthless ‘fast-tracking’ of industrial-
project clearances without scrutiny,
violating the Forest Rights Act and
coastal zone regulations, and
redefining ‘forests’.

The high-level (TSR
Subrahmanyam) committee has
recommended far-reaching changes
in environmental laws, including
abolition of pollution control
boards, self-certification of
environment-related information by
project promoters, and automatic
clearances for roads and power-
lines through forests, etc. But
environmental regulations are no
obstacle to industry: over 94 percent
of proposals have been cleared since
2007.

Land has become an extremely
contentious issue. The UPA's land
law was meant to give farmers and
those dependent indirectly on
agriculture a stake in determining
their fate — necessary since some 60
million people have been displaced
from land since 1947, mostly
without rehabilitation.

The NDA's ordinance
undermines this rationale. It is
opposed tooth-and-nail by a wide
spectrum of parties and farmers'
organisations. A land agitation
could turn politically explosive.
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The government is sitting on
lakhs of acres it acquired for military
use and Special Economic Zones,
but hasn't distributed. The
ordinance will give private capital
free access to land and what lies
underit, especially minerals - a huge
racket. This has become a Modi
obsession.

The planned dismantling of
labour protections will rob warkers
of the right to form unions (for
which the minimum membership
has been raised from seven to 100).
No permission will be needed to lay
off workers or close factories with
100 workers; these account for 90
percent of the total number of units.
The factories Act will also be
undermined, dismantling safety
rules. Employment of contract
labour for permanent work will
become rampant.

Politically, Modi is running the
most over-centralised government
in India’s history. This cannot work
without destroying decision-
making integrity and creating
insecurity among bureaucrats and
ministers; indeed, RSS men have
been appointed as ‘officers on
special duty’ to spy on them. This
makes nonsense of cabinet
government.

Modi has introduced
venomous confrontation into
politics, against the spirit of
democracy. Intimidating your
oppanents, and even your allies, can
quickly become counterproductive.
Several NDA constituents and Sangh
Parivar outfits have turned against
the land ordinance. Modi is making
enemies out of friends.

Going by recent elections, by-
elections, and local bodies polls in
different states, the enthusiasm
witnessed for Modi last year has all

but vanished. The BIP proved
incapable of repeating its Lok Sabha
performance in vote-shares/seats
even in favourable situations like
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. The
edge it established in parts of West
Bengal, including Kolkata, has
already eroded.

What's becoming obvious
now is the effect of the thinness of
the original support for Modi. He
won 31 percent of the vote, but 52
percent of the Lok Sabha’s seats, the
highest disproportion ever. His
support was highly concentrated in
a handful of states - thanks to
planned communal violence and
polarisation along caste and class
lines.

Another factor was his high-
octane multi-billion dollar election
campaign, which hyped up
Gujarat's at-best-modest social
indicators as major achievements. A
CSDS-Lokniti poll asked people
which state they thought was
India’s most developed: 64 percent
answered Gujarat, only four percent
said Maharashtra, and even fewer
cited Kerala, India’s indisputably
most socially developed state.

This illusion, partly based on
the search for a messiah, is breaking
down. People are realising that the
‘56-inch-chest’ man is a hollow
caricature of his bloated image.
Modi’'s troubles are set to worsen.

Praful Bidwai was a
prominent writer and a secular
columnist who wrote
courageously against Hindu
extremism despite threats and
intimidations. He passed away on
June 23. This article was
published by thenews.com.pk
and is being reproduced here as a
tribute to him.
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Public forum held on the murders of secularists in South Asia
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“The real terrorists are those sitting in the Indian Parliament®

molak Singh, a isnotsufficentand the activists have
visiting leftstactivist to keep thei® struggle for a just
om India, says that secetyalive,

the real terrprists sit (0 the Indian He poiated out that the
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companigs to extract natural
resources from traditional lands, in
the name of war against Maoist
insurgency, He alsoc noted the
ongoing regressicn  against the
people of Kashmin He reminded the
gathering of the massacres of
re jglous minc-ities in Indla and
thusdessd that the real terrorists are
sitting in te pariameant.

Howewve:, ke pulled no
punches while crticis ng the Sikh
extremists who murdered seoularst
activists and Communists in Punjak
during thair movement for &
separate nomeland.

-HDME

21



RADICAL HISTORY OF THE MONTH

Tribute to the first Indian revolutionary martyr executed in London

his month marks the

106th anniversary of

the hanging of Madan
Lal Dhingra - the first Indian
revolutionary martyr to be executed
in London.

Dhingra was given the death
sentence on August 17, 1909, for
murdering Sir Curzon Wylie, a high
ranking British officer, who was
associated with Indian affairs.
Ironically, Dhingra was born into a
family of toadies in British- occupied
India. His father had served the
British Empire as a doctor in Punjab.
Being British loyalists, his family
members had denounced his action
and went to the extent of disowning
him as an eccentric.

Dhingra arrived in London in
1906 to study Engineering. There he
came in contact with revolutionaries
who were seeking freedom of their
homeland from British occupation.
He was influenced by the group of
Indian scholars who were
campaigning for independence from
abroad. These individuals had
established India House as the nerve
centre of radical activities. India
House was created as a
counterweight to the Indian
Association, a group of pro-British
Indians. The Indian Association was a
controversial group aimed at keeping
Indian immigrants away from
political activism, and encouraging
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them to serve the interest of the
Empire. It was instrumental behind
creating a class of government
servants, whereas the founders of
India House gave fellowships to those
who were determined not to serve
the British Empire, and willing to
dedicate their lives to the cause of the
liberation movement.

The year 1907 became a major
turning point in history, marking 50
years of the first uprising against the
British rulers in India. The rebellion

of 1857 had brought all classes of
India together against the
foreigners. However, that revolt was
suppressed by the British Empire.
On the 50th anniversary of the
episode, the British authorities
celebrated their victory in London,
where the participants of the
rebellion were shown in a negative
light. India House organized a
parallel celebration to glorify those
who died fighting against the
British. Dhingra was among the
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organizers of the event. As a result,
the radicals came in direct conflict
with the British officials,
culminating in the assassination of
Sir Wyllie on July 1, 1909. Wyllie
was discouraging Indian students
from participating in political
agitation. He was previously posted
in the political department of
Government of India.

Dhingra faced his trial with
courage, and did not have a counsel
to defend him. In his statement before
the court, he said that no English
court had any authority to arrest him,
since it was much more justifiable to
fight the English out. He charged the
British government of looting and
repression in his homeland.

His execution had added a
new chapter in the war of
independence in India and
influenced the next generation of
radicals. This charged the political
environment within the Indian
Diaspora, following which the
Ghadar Party was formed in North
America in 1913. The party believed
in an armed rebellion against the
British Empire and had appropriated
the word Ghadar, which means
mutiny in Urdu, from the British. The
name was coined by the Empire to
refer to the uprising of 1857. To the
Indian radicals based in London and
North America, the first rebellion
was an important milestone, If
Dhingra and his compatriots
celebrated the first uprising, the
Ghadar Party tried to revive it.

Years later, Dhingra inspired
Bhagat Singh, a towering Indian
revolutionary who followed the
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Ghadar ideoclogy and was hanged in
1931 for killing a British police officer.
In his writings, Bhagat Singh had
described Dhingra as the first
revolutionary martyr of Punjab.

In March 1940, Udham Singh,
another radical activist, repeated
Dhingra’s action and assassinated
Michael O'Dwyer, the former British
Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab, in
London. Dwyer was instrumental
behind the executions of Ghadar Party
activists who had returned to India
from North America to launch an
uprising. Udham Singh was hanged in
the same jaill where Dhingra was
executed, on July 31, 1940. Dhingra’s
execution therefore marked the
beginning of the period of sacrifices
made by those who wanted to free
their homeland from the clutches of
British through armed struggle.

Dhingra could have chosen a

comfortable life for himself in
London and would have easily been
absorbed by the Empire, considering
his family background, but instead he
chose the path of social justice and
kissed the gallows for his cause.
Unlike many other revolutionaries
who had inherited patriotism from
within their families, Dhingra lacked
such a family environment, choosing
to become a nationalist after coming
into contact with freedom fighters.
His action needs to be situated in the
broader context of the history of
colonialism and oppression. What he
did was not a murder for any
personal motive, but an act of
resistance against imperialism and
plunder of a colonized land. His story
will remain relevant as long as neo-
colonialism and exploitation of the
poor continue in the contemporary
world.

-RDNB



RADICAL DESI



RADICAL MARRATIVE

Frecious than our courkry are its people

* erartimy b v poackmie s i dhan o
e
pro i U iy oo L paac

b Ak,
TR TR TR S EE ] EAPRL BT L S

---b-m:—-nr:u £ b irizeicaling
okttt and st 0
|N‘l|| i

A= st v it =
nzras el e ity =

el e ey R P

beath wpd e Ll
s L s nokeear
1ret I meatk T

f PR e
e nuhe ot s rrimey Eoanrhe st

Vaan ws S ot e s i e
st e i o G £ 1L
ok

il e o '|'I1';HI o 1rechi doens ==

SERL IR
. I =

WORACAL GES)

1=#24 o sl e
1= w00 2t ek hasv . sren nalaalass o

St Aers Uk was g
gk I:u- Sl

MIEr AR Can v e e e ond et e s of dest
mrtmar 1 Barden, B g Smpoa v o DeTEhL
fnams, 2 U5 1 AN U O S
AN T DT T TP S e AL T T R




VIDICES FROM THE MARGINS

High degrees of happlness positively correlated to a rise in unbellef

wami, keing
asimbs T haspalis
skan: wehals religion

e i haranvead. | e
e gweshezrs 3 cooar and
nore fekr met her case g
lras, she real 3 dacsn't seom Laea
n®, Eedars o orarss, Hsroda
birkr bt A coec iliscrabe
sooal parsdas ul B aeping
pecsbenr afeoe ol nawe hae 'z
by inte ppcatl Aamiiua i
i AL qerarater age, edld
havsz - peadicies, | omw tnooowg ot

ey

i sheat e risw Sl e gariam,
sthetam |
A

| R |
wyeral resmers For th
I
HE T [N
shiit o muzk
2z aazial
e avaiiokde.
forsay =nd

the =avd

e
anrd
Al i

kLl B
dandecosing thie
wriger, Ve awad
xepenenzl  ars
katomy guickoan
swrdin, mmaag
vrz clous, ke she leqest numbes
o e e et high degries of
I vans “ancd sillus tipasanes ul
wazal progr=d sach o oduclity,
numn nghes sz o g e,
allaie s il li 5 e
danb iz

if | knew i am Intemesked
iy e ae e or hane 1T egin
&lth th: soemetimes boring
i g AP | E ot - FETA e
n-ml'n-l. '||I [LAREE SE ] :..Il L=
:-phrmslu:

Lerada har slvasyr bess oa
aradurrivan by Caltolic counboy,
hiz = ot scurse & oremnant of oo

AADICAL DEFH

bz

Faunaling.: Brolealani
denamenat or s s 23 ths bulk ot
L el wd the pupualstion bos Ues
LTSS AT | B

Ir Frotefisnzs
ol zhe gy aticr
Wity Cotrabcs @7 475 Thoa?
numbers in 37 owem 37T ann
T ey, Erlesesding 3y, Hhe
chmg.si gk cer U
s penad i ey & e 16871
B 11 21, eal L oTnbe,
wods Dl hasplam abol s e chcp
nchuctalindanze m1E00 4%
(LR
aner a mont, in 201 2 frar nimbs
had drrgnpid =0 2P

Pross wal slee wir the
fuial Thialed™ goes Dok e 1570
wier i o Lane
RUE R
w2 2% Domb o eee mgnicant
rige in terons of pencenbages beas the
dran in wlcime afllisciam Jpts
unpack 1Cgen whors
Femnn mimiees 1rn e frem

Iy vaen oo b7 T,
incahcr werts, pro bosy boam,
YOUT Mie ¥ miginusy unathlabed
o e R
Fom 1571 bo 200" ivherzmas Bably
mmse Aram 4% o S0

all e

& et b ek ar Bast

krrmens

il als e 0t 205 P ST et
dar't fowc earler 73 an Twm
B s iy wires o g £ B

bader: oy gl fs nidr,

but 10T AR thi soope of ToEE
mt cle e oahy them are s sinbshce
porl 20T Thu madaloy Jung
barr carates o rhalisnee indn L

L owml|

iz e 3 biris

sy v
Iz diaps r relgicsrty an: "01 what
Vi Lo cresting uasinr =l s ils
Eex lieaie

Some Eeimes immigrahoe nse
A rabe feophag e all o chis kot dhe
stackthes ol oacslnbc sursbEng
rorw. Frooestz=t ard Cathnhe
immizgrants | dvar by
10% M fa 211 el b
poanngrants e bh tabeor religooar
Drersm e v i 155 1 i liataa:
v ranls haes gere froc 20% bo
7%, rodoubt washin S g o af
i bk, geremby speak
e m-nnnes ana the decling Inche
ke dus -¢
: Abeew bo#

L

bz o o e thivt sk Hha dmlﬂ*s
Ay -Boany ki
and = sddhar mre on -.h= [
Laneds, o katers! Poos ariche o
A ahmwess bl ameng - the
qrodps s aboer, tre defemscr

in nomkies nf minrass h-aeee

H udaar

AT wnd 2011 s, B s 7%
b A7.8% IR DT oo L3t
Hirhi-CLE R e Gt 2ns Buddh -
I, ¥ La 2. Whils's scl anEline

Lt 2eved Bitars 5
wk i frend
wimild burfer

coreeran in Cans
e bishery
L

sy decthis a5 &
ther parka e the
= s Ay e thr
a ot this odrs v
sarzen Al

il

1 e lalu

W, that vexn't 2o b wess
ity stat et s can e dun, o0 aerhape
you poaliv U s ils o Sandl #2005
boce gkrar doolw Btk draduder




VOIGES FROM THE MARGINS

Etherway i cocourzge wou all tordo
your owm reszarch-as mrembers do
very deserding on the source. | bke
the Pav Forum bocause it prides
Hsell an fis independesae and o
among e most respected poling
argznimations ir e warld

But that |2 whare the
wbipe iy Of Lo ar e ends, | owl
courso doclane my bias very pponly, |
arn an advacate For seoularsm sad
Euman &t o the renrls
haoporeng ine Canada aad other
dewed oped countries give me hoos,
bt | alse sea somsathing hidder in
e mumbers

“Unaffihated” means yau do
nnt® assacate with church aad, or
religion. This says nothing about
o “agisdual” belefs | krow many
people who desaise orpanized
religinn bt have warddows as
rmefagysically glxsurd as the most
fundamentalist saligianist.  Many
Attt calieve in LIFOS, that we ans
being wisited right 10w oy
extraterrestrials, athers think
wicdnations arz o pavernment clot
avd obiers, much ooy lJIbll"h‘Q.'.
think [eeask Chopra actually has
sansthing of vidus to offer in she
soarilual marked tlace.

5o ywaile | am delighied to soe
religionian the decioe, | el see it
keing replaced with ideas that may
s Eveays o2 gy damamrous as
religioua beliets out are equally az
besaft of ewidenca So whare somy
apsimism?

I8 is and ahoways has beenoin
education. Higher degrees of
erlication mame ate  necatively to
relious balef, in 0w veords, The
mara aducated, the less likay wou
are b be rdigious (nate that 1iprzis
o differerce bedwesen invelligence
arwcd arliiratin; many very ecdicated
peaple are net artually that smarth
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valuas

W serin tho statistics that the manc
ooveated report fess relgiosity but
1rere is another Pend that mey el
us iy

Tt sludents of today are
wetter educated than ewver before.
This in parthy dus to the indornet. 1t
s e said many tmes that: "Tie
nlemel i omee g s Lo
die”. Younger prooplo - aschow
rehgion norales Aever befars seanin
aistory. PR of people ko
orhuaen 1984t "985 have no
rabgious  affiliabon Think ebout
wiat 1hat means for the future As
wor baby baomers and our parenis
shuffie off to become fertiize:, tie
Canadian popilaticn §s nn treck to
pecomie a virtual atheistic countne
Wl of ratathasie, 2t beass sesular
Iwill settle far that,

| promised eadier o saplsin
way the aumbers on chunch
attendance gw significart, Ouer
To% ot Cangdians call thermueheay
rabgious Pollstes admi that in
many cases this ansvear s given
without much thought. Proplo
simly answer with (ke relsgior They
wera hrought Lp with, | once
wearked with a poerson who fold me
that being bom into a Catholic
family made me o Cathelic no
matter what | decided latar inhife £
of coursa reject that darm but mamy
thins this subrorscoody snd e
aumibers ear this out, Foower 70%
ara gehgious bul arly 29% g0 1o
church thon what does that saw
aboul whal they realy bebeve? Tae
fact is, most people are what | call
apathinst, they are sinphy anathotc
about meficion out click the box
DeCausa it s wial 1nerr mom wold
liker.  wnderstand this ot | thing it
Ak o warmbers, Adcd Lo [hat, 19
sepative ronnntaticn atheism has
thanks 1o the Communist scarg of

the #8580  “its thosc. godiets
athcists" or & rod andarawvery bad”
rhetane; and we end wp with seli-
repnried statistics, that in my mind
do not sccurately relled the e
nature of Canadian's metaphysical
oaliets.

o where does this feave us?
Az oo bzard memnbe of Center For
Inguiry Canada, a ropistared charity
ko d:wgnahun 1 edusation, |
think  the answar a5 In mose
oducafion. # we lesch ou® youth
aboul the naloral wodd and the
worndass it produoes, i wa allow
vids ta taink crifically, it we teach
therm ot what to thank but Fow o
think, and |rt the chips fall whene
they will then we will find aurselves
i welel winare reasan is prefiesred
over dopma, whene evidenge is
fawored ower faith and  wape
ayeryone  ro malter what they
pelieva, no mattar who thay are,
webn they lowe or whas ey call
thermsalwes can Ive as eqial cifizers
wunder a seoddar lege swsteon, The
sumbers are of aur side, ut thay
can change il we are fel vigilast,
That i, if w2 e Canaisas are not
shivtdad ffom the numbers by our
can gouernmenl  Enowledge s
oo, knowledge hiddon famusis
orrear taat s no longes lagetimate.

Pat Qinen fas been 8 shepric snce
ho was 16 apd an Atheist since be
e T3 bt itveas oo 10 e was in his
4% that ke became achive 0t
mavemert. Fat was the prosdant of
The ftumnanist Assocahon of I C, i
presidont of Mimanist Cansda, an
ambawador for Atheit Allisnoe
intamationa’ ana is now on il
board of Center Far inguiry
Conada.fats day job /s bomg Mrogs
Marter i the film and telesvision
ingustry. be is mamied and lives in
Vencoree,



Tory minister’s stand on niqab speaks about his double standards

edaral Minister Tim
Wopal's stand on nigap
ar Wil receids Tis double
standards on the guestion of rights
af the religious monacitics in
Canada
lirn Limpal recently stated that
fhedim women mus agres o
rampve the agabh during the
ritizanchip raramony
Accarcing ta him, daking @
cifizeislug oald wall one's face
coverer is against Lz nadian values.
Netadly, Lppal is the Frst
turbaned Sikh minister indne foderal
goveramenat. Tl tim that in che
past, aling *Lanadian valuas, “white
sapremacists pse ppposed  the
reciuiterenl el ebaned Sikks e
the Roval Canadian Mownted Police
el Camadian armed  farces. 5o
wehal s the diTerene selween e
position of his povemmant o nicab
and that of white supremracists on
1he turban? He wall try to get away
by saying you cEnnat coTpone
wrbans e th minabs
107 s e st Ugipal, whioas
enjoying  1is seigiows rghts by
sparbrg 8 terbanoand & Flaviag
Beard while seoving the
govemment, is boing uscd by <he
Congsrvalrees o & poiler boy e
axreacing lslmnphoba. Mot ey
long age, it was brougat to Lppal's
knowledge that turbared Sikhs are
beirn snihjarterd tno sernndary
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nath

ir

seviilty chacks &t aiporis. His
goesmment aeied promptly n
acvigng agenoesconceret te stop
s practica. Evi wwnlle 3iFdors are
sensitive areas friom a soousiy coimt
af views, citizenship path ceremonies
el Lakee plavein a Fagh s Ly
avp el The dowbile slanlands
are largely aime=d at targeting
MMusl ms to create raetoric against
islasmae actrermem hafore. the
upcaming fedseral elaction. Parhaps
the Cotsevatives thitk thot a
sarean hika Upnal i nastoifed foar
the [an fo cnmvinee the mincoties
‘mecmun of his heritage.

Lippal, wea i proud af his Sk
nesbage reed not be remindsd of
wiat his seligion stands for Tae
i1 maste of the Siks; Gerd Teg
Hehadur, lad down his life Tor e
wqnts af Hindus who wera being
torced ta give wp 1neoir faity by the
lamist ruless 0 ndia. Desgitz te
tact thar Sikhism deaouncer Hineh:
huals, ke sacitsoed his Bfe tor 1
sakeof bumanrights,

Upped should leam from e
winrld  Sikh  Drganeation (WD)
winich did o betler oo than hirm oy
wppusng Lk nigake ban in Quezbe.
The W3H0 lad spearleaded o
campaict againgt the sccondery
security chieck ol fussavead Sikis al
aleparts, 1L gees o P cosdic ol WSS
far ctanding up for other minaritics,
such s I‘.dlgcnnb:- carnrnties,

and grays and lesiians 100, One may
dismgree with the pootis of Wity
bl wenerisuer it comes b the ngrds
of minonties In Canada they tawe
always raised thase issuos
cansistently
U uyssanband contowessywill
erzate more seaous prob ores and s
cheady amed at nr.larizi-!g wabers in
the
conservatves probably think that
Lhey will bes a bl ta rapi s Lhie Sikds
in ther attemnpt to isclate Musing
ot they ars mestaken South Asiars
mave s halory of sbandg RRso in
Horth America. The Ghadar Party
the groun of South Asian radecals
webhch formed in 1913 and had a big
Tol owing in Yencouver, sel a wery
gond oxamply, Tho pary was
formed fo fohl against racism
abrngd and the Bitish accamation
of Indiz. It encouraged propie 1o
owercome relglous and caste
narrins amed god unvted in thedr fight
agairst colonial paver. Amone the
suppartes of the carty were peosie
from diverse faith groups. When
Sikh Ghiadar achividls wens tosted 1o
remove Dresr turbans oo indian ails,
thair Hindu cormrades also
orivtestar, This rich hedtage of the
Southfsan: wall preverLihem lram
falling inta the Lonserwative trap
Wi do beliews lhat the [odesal
aleburrvedl srcwe lhem wrong.
-RDMNE

nams nf walues The
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